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On Saturday, 24 May, the British Football Academy 
(BFA) celebrated its tenth anniversary with a foot-
ball jamboree. More than 300 children and their 
families turned up at Yokohama Country and Ath-
letic Club (YC&AC) to play some of their favourite 
games like “Starwars,” “Skittles,” and “through the 
hoops,” as well as, of course, football.

There were prizes on offer for the winners, and 
presents and free drinks (supplied by adidas, Coca 
Cola, and Footy Japan) for all the kids. Also, BFA’s 
favourite charity, Refugees International Japan, 
came along to do some face painting for the kids 
(and spread the word about their great endeavours 
to the parents). 

It was September 2004 when the British Football 

British Football Academy’s tenth anniversary jamboree

Participants of the British Football Academy’s recent celebrations in honour of their tenth anniversary in Japan. SID LLOYD

Academy held its first classes at YC&AC, and since 
then it has grown to six locations with around 500 
children participating on a weekly basis. Although 
the Lehman shock and the Tohoku Earthquake 
hit them quite hard, with many foreign members 
returning to their home countries, the numbers have 
been built back up again with many “internationally 
minded” Japanese. As BFA’s classes are all coached 
in English, it’s a great place for Japanese children to 
be immersed in a foreign language while enjoying a 
game they love to play.

There were kids from all BFA’s age groups (3–15 
years old) and some ex-BFA members helping out the 
coaches. At the halfway stage, everyone was treated to 
a football skills show by assistant coach Yuhei, who 

amazed many people by what he could do with a 
football at his feet (and behind his head, or on his back 
…). The founders of BFA, Sid and Paco Lloyd, then 
gave a quick speech before the games began again. 
The day was finished up with a couple of parents vs. 
coaches’ matches, so the kids could support their 
dads. In fact, one dad managed to score a goal with 
a bicycle kick … amazing! The winners of each of 
the kids’ games were presented with their medals by 
head coach Dave Callaghan, and then everyone went 
home with smiles on their faces.

If you’d like to know more about the British 
Football Academy’s weekly sessions or their three- 
and five-day summer camps, please visit http://
www.british-football-academy.com.
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Gregg International School’s “Send my Friend to 
School” events held last term were a great success. 
Millions of students from all over the world joined 
this global campaign to make a stand for education, 
as they called upon world leaders to provide more 
qualified teachers and access to education for all 
children. Gregg students joined in the campaign 
by performing songs and plays for parents, and by 
connecting with UK-based students at St. Thomas 
Primary School, for whom they wrote letters and 
made many arta and crafts gifts, including some 
beautiful hand-painted Japanese fans. They also 
presented a letter to a representative from the 
Malawi Embassy, asking the embassy to support the 
campaign.   

Gregg students learned a lot about how disabili-
ties can affect some children’s access to an educa-

K3 students presenting their gift of friendship — their handprints — to UK-based St. Thomas Primary School. SUE 
SOUTHERN

Global friendship at Gregg International School

tion, with grade six student Abdul being surprised 
to learn that 7% of children with disabilities in New 
York don’t go to school. The Gregg students were 
“given” a disability, such as the restricted use of an 
arm, or a blindfold, so that they were all able to gain a 
little understanding of how difficult it can be for dis-
abled people to do things that able-bodied people 
take for granted. 

Grade five student, Kai, felt strongly that all 
students must be able to go to school, irrespective 
of a disability, and grade one student, Leo, made up 
her own version of the Humpty Dumpty nursery 
rhyme, in which Hunpty Dumpty’s friends helped 
him stay up on the wall.

See http://www.sendmyfriend.org for more 
information about the campaign. — SUE 
SOUTHERN

NewIS of Japan is very happy and honoured to be 
able to announce that as of May 22, 2014, the Coun-
cil of International Schools (CIS) has accredited the 
school from preschool age three to Grade 12. This 
is in addition to the school’s accreditation by the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 
(MSA).

The graduates of the senior school will, therefore, 
be able to take the entrance examinations for Japa-
nese universities directly, without having to take high 
school equivalency examinations. The school has 

New International School of Japan now accredited by CIS
also begun an exchange program for the upper and 
senior school students with the Compass School 
in Vermont, USA, so that students can experience 
study abroad during their high school days.

NewIS senior school is the first dual language high 
school program among the international schools in 
Japan, following the example of its primary school, 
where the children learn all subjects in both English 
and Japanese. The Scottish curriculum is also a 
highlight, as it is developmental rather than statutory 
in design.

Aoyama 
International 
Daycare & 
Learning Center

Aoyama 
International 
Daycare & 
Learning Center
Aoyama IDLC welcomes applications 

from families of all nationalities.

Designed to help families with their 
children’s daycare and English education 
needs at an affordable rate and with an 
easy-to-use system. 

Parents are welcome to stay anytime to 
play and work with their children along 
with other families and staff. Wi-fi  and 
a comfortable workspace is provided for 
parents who want to stay and work near 
their children. 

Professional, highly experienced 
English-speaking staff will be on-hand 
for support and conducting learning 
center activities throughout the day. 

AGE REQUIREMENTS
Age requirements vary depending 
on a parents’ participation. 0 
to 2 will require more parent 
participation. Our base range is 
ages 2 to 6, and older children are 
accepted on a case-by-case basis.

OPERATION HOURS
Monday to Friday from 9am–3pm. 
Weekends and holidays are being 
considered, as well as longer days 
until 6:30pm depending on demand.

ATTENDANCE
You may participate on a part-time 
or full-time basis. 

Produced by the loving families and 
Jerry Hanus of Jerry’s Home English 
operating Joy to the World American 
International School and KES Lepton.

This is where it begins! 
Let’s have fun!
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Kailua pupils and the senior residents of Rest Villa 
Homes Tsudanuma mutually look forward to the 
visits scheduled at least four times during the school 
year. The children know how happy they make the 
residents when they perform songs and dances, as 
well as when doing creative art with them.

The latest visit was on Tuesday, April 29. After 
a short message from the school principal, the 
performances started with the usual “Hello Song.” 
The singing and dancing of the school song, “Kailua 
Is Your Home,” followed this. The drama club then 
led the group in the singing of one of the students’ 
favourite songs — “The Only Flower in the World, 
Sekai ni Hitotsu Dake no Hana.” The senior residents 
were ecstatic when the children performed with 
creative choreography their version of “Let It Go,” 
the theme song from the popular movie, Frozen. 

Other song and dance numbers were “L-O-V-E” 

Kailua International School pupils are filled with the aloha spirit of respect, sharing, and love as they enjoy the day 
with residents of Rest Villa. ROBERT GOMEZ

Kailua students make friends at Rest Villa Homes

by the four-year-old pupils and “Day Oh” by the 
five-year-old children. Three young girls performed 
solo numbers: Takara Moriyama — “Hanamizuki,” 
Haruka Kurimoto — “If We Hold on Together,” 
and Hinata Moriyama — “Hula Dance.”

The highlight of the visit was the decorating of a 
large koinobori with cutouts of hibiscus flowers that 
the children and the residents jointly coloured. It was 
a lovely sight to watch the children and the senior 
citizens as they engaged in lively conversations 
while working together. One girl was very excited to 
know that her partner in the decorating koinobori 
was a 100-year-old great-grandmother.

After the koinobori was completely decorated, the 
children sang the “Good-Bye Song” and promised to 
come back soon. It had been another heart-warming 
celebration of the aloha spirit by Kailua children and 
teachers. — ROBERT GOMEZ

Japanese & International Accreditations
Cambridge International Curricula
IB World School Diploma Programme
Low Student-to-Teacher Ratio
Support Services
Japanese Language Instruction
Extracurricular Activities
School Bus Service
www.horizon.ac.jp

St. Alban’s Nursery

3-6-25 Shiba Koen, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105-0011 tel. 090-6480-4542

83 YAMATE-CHO, NAKA-KU, YOKOHAMA
GREATER TOKYO, JAPAN 231-8654

TEL +81-45-641-5751 FAX +81-45-641-6688

112-6 Kashiwa-cho, Asahi-ku
Yokohama 241-0835

Accepting children from 17 months to 6 years old 
English after-school lessons and 

child care with focused curricula 
Special seasonal sessions from various schools 

for English immersion
Sarasota, Florida Summer Homestay and 

Study Abroad programs

Tel: 045-363-3356 Fax: 045-489-3130
Email: contact@hyis.org 

URL: http://hyis.org

RLC Preschool
Your Child’s First Classroom

International Preschool in Roppongi Hills, Tokyo
東京インターナショナルプリスクール 六本木, 六本木ヒルズ

Visiting Hour every morning by appointment
Monday–Friday 9:00am to 10:00am 

English: 080-2393-7788 info@rlcpreschool.com
日本語: 080-2396-7788  nihongo.info@rlcpreschool.com

Each year at the end of April, Horizon Japan 
International School celebrates the diversity of its 
staff and students through song and dance. Each 
of the grades coordinates and performs a unique 
dance based on a different culture from around 
the world. This year’s dances were from Jamaica, 
Russia, South Korea, Samoa, the United Kingdom, 
Canada, Brazil, Mexico, and the United States. 

International Children’s Festival at Horizon Japan

Students from Horizon Japan International School Yokohama campus perform their US-themed dance for their 
parents during the recent International Children’s Festival. KEMAL TEKIN

Students also created colourful country-themed 
posters to be displayed around the school. Parents 
and friends came to the school to watch the 
dances and participate in the day’s activities. There 
were foods from around the world, fun cultural 
activities, and a PTA-sponsored bazaar.  The 
festivities ran from 10am–2pm, and were great fun 
for all. — KEMAL TEKIN
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FREE CLEANING OF ONE BEDROOM 
to JSN readers making a July reservation for a full-house cleaning.

URL e-carpetdoctor.com 
Family-owned business serving the Tokyo community since 1990. 

For a free estimate call us toll-free now! 0120-520-225

Carpet Doctor
CLEANING SERVICES

Wall-to-wall carpet
Upholstery

Oriental rugs
Bed mattresses

Car interiors
Leather cleaning

OTHER SERVICES
Baby-safe chemicals

Biokleen products 
Deodorization

Anti-allergen treatment
Colour repair
Rug repair

STAIN REMOVAL SERVICES
Food, coffee, or wine spills; pet accidents; vomit.

at 
Kailua International School!
6-week summer school program in Chiba

Monday, July 21 to Friday, August 29 
Limited places available

Toddlers Mixed Class
Kindergarten Basic Class

Kindergarten Bilingual Class
Elementary Basic English Class

Elementary Advanced English Class

Lessons and activities conducted 
with the Aloha Spirit and Hawaiian themes 

Week 1: Menehune and Anuenue
Week 2: The Menehune Ditch

Week 3: Hawaiian Ocean and Sports
Week 4: King Kamehameha

Week 5: Tiki
Week 6: Hawaiian Sky and the Hoku
(students do not have to participate for all six weeks)

Includes: 
water play, park playtime

weekly presentations for parents

Kailua Certifi cate of Attendance
awarded to every student.

TEL. 047-479-7272 
http://kailua-international-school.info

KAILUA
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

“We celebrate the ALOHA SPIRIT”
Kindness, Sharing, Forgiveness, Respect, Love, Gratitude

REGULAR HOMEROOM CLASSES
Toddlers Class (1–2 years old)

Prekindergarten (2–3 years old)
Kindergarten 1 (3–4 years old)
Kindergarten 2 (4–5 years old)
Pre-fi rst grade (5–6 years old)

SATURDAY SCHOOL 
(38–40 school days per school year)

Toddlers Mixed Class
Kindergarten 

Elementary Basic English
Elementary Advanced English

OTHER PROGRAMS
After School Programs (1, 2, or 3 hours/day)
Summer School (6 weeks from July–August)
Winter School (third week of December)

Spring School (fourth week of March)

PROGRAMS INCLUDE
All academic areas with values education

Junior Step Eiken Levels Bronze, Silver, and Gold
Step Eiken Levels 5, 4, 3, Pre-2, 2, Pre-1, 1
United Nations Test Levels E, D, C, B, A

TEL. 047-479-7272
http://kailua-international-school.info

The eager and cheerful Hitokoe Yokohama 
International School (HYIS) students recently had 
their first chance to touch the school’s interactive 
tablets. The school wants to keep up with the fast-
paced creation of high-tech gadgets that assist 
and support preschoolers’ learning. Each class — 
starting with the two-year-olds and moving on to 
the kindergarteners — patiently waited for their 
turn as the teacher made certain that their new 
“toys” were used properly and efficiently. 

In the coming months, the curriculum will 
continuously integrate the application of technology 
in the various centre-based subject areas and in 
projects that the students will undertake, along 
with delivery of the school year’s themes and sub-
themes.

There are now many instructional applications 
and devices available to young students that will 
make their learning easier. For their benefit, the 
school wants to keep up with emerging technology. 
— PATRICIA ALDANA

Revolutionizing education 
with technology

Hitokoe Yokohama students experiencing the school’s 
interactive tablets for the first time. PATRICIA ALDANA

FOUNDED IN 1996
with

a PASSION for

DELICIOUS
&

NUTRITIOUS
Food

and commitment to

UNPARALLELED
Customer Service!

Contact us to learn more about
how we can customize 

your food service program.

Tel: 03-6408-6744
Fax: 052-229-8590

Mail: info@cezarskitchen.com

Jingumae International Exchange School celebrated 
this year’s International Children’s Day by inviting 
students, teachers, parents, and visitors to travel 
around the world with them in one day!

JIES students and teachers worked very hard to 
transform their rooms into continents, and organize 
and lead activities and games to help people learn 

International Children’s Day 
at Jingumae International 
Exchange School

Members of the JIES community enjoying Turkish ice 
cream. KENAN ULU

more about places and cultures from around the 
world. Students from other schools and visitors 
enjoyed these booths, joined in treasure hunting in 
Antarctica, painted various animals of Africa, played 
European children’s games, decorated boomerangs 
in Australia, listened to South American songs, 
enjoyed an ice hockey board game from Canada, 
panned for gold in the USA, and played different 
children’s games from South Korea, Turkey, Japan, 
Israel, and the Philippines. This only begins to touch 
on the variety of experiences that the children and 
their families were invited to participate in. 

Not only the students, but also the JIES parents 
were active in cooking traditional foods from 
around the world. Everybody had a chance to try 
new flavours from other countries. Parents also 
volunteered in the continent booths to help lead 
activities.

This year, students who visited a certain number 
of booths received prizes such as free food, 
including Turkish ice cream. Some of them were 
also lucky enough to get big presents in the raffle. 
Everybody was eager to taste the Turkish ice cream. 
— KENAN ULU

Horizon Japan International School Sendai Campus 
hosted an International Children’s Festival on May 
28. The event was open to the local community, 
and many families with children joined in to enjoy 
the international atmosphere that Horizon Sendai 
has to offer. Children explored the country-themed 
booths and met people from around the world to 
learn about different cultures and taste international 
food. There were also many stage performances 
from Horizon students as well as other community 
groups. — BARIS ARUK

International Children’s 
Festival at Horizon Sendai

Horizon Sendai students performing during the 
festival. BARIS ARUK

New International 
School of  Japan school 
orientations 
New International School of Japan’s next 
orientation in English is scheduled for Wednesday, 
July 9, and the next one in Japanese is on Thursday, 
July 10. Interested persons are invited to call 03-
3980-1057 for a reservation or to make a separate 
appointment.

Please see the school’s website at http://newis.
ed.jp for more information.
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Tokyo Association of  
International Preschools 
TAIP provides networking, marketing, and 
professional development opportunities for 
teachers, staff, and administrators. See http://
tokyopreschools.org for membership information. 
Current regular membership includes:

ABC International School
Aoba-Japan International School
ASIJ ELC 
Ayla International School
The British School in Tokyo
Canadian International School
Central Forest International School
Chateau School
Columbia International School
Eton House International Preschool
Gregg International School
Happy Days International School
Hello Kids Preschool & English School 
Honey Tree Tots Cooperative Preschool
Horizon Japan International School
International School of the Sacred Heart
Jingumae International Exchange School
Joy to the World American Int. Preschool
J’s International School
K. International School Tokyo
Kailua International School
Keiki Intercultural Preschool
Kincarn International School
Komazawa Park International School
Kunitachi Kids International School
Learning Tree
Makuhari International School
Mitsui Gardens International Preschool
The Montessori School of Tokyo
New International School
New World International School
Nishimachi International School
Ohana International School
Orange International Preschool
Poppins Active Learning International School
St. Albans Nursery
Seisen Int. Sch. — Montessori Kindergarten
Shikahama English Adventures Int. Preschool
Summerhill International School
Tokyo International Kindercare
Tokyo International School
Tokyo YMCA International School
Waseda International School
Willowbrook International School
Yoyogi International School

Associate Members
Cezars Kitchen 
ISECE
Keyshots.com K.K. East/West Photography
National Geographic Learning
Organization of Bilingual Parenting
Rach Inc.
RIC Publications
Scholastic Japan
Tokyo Bees
Tokyo CPR & First Aid
Yanagi Educational Group

It’s the time of year when caps and gowns are 
donned, pomp and circumstance is played over 
PAs, delicious food is eaten, and lifetime memories 
are made!

“Every year we get to witness another group of 
teens set foot in the doorway to adulthood. We feel 
honoured that their school memories will include 
our food service and that they will carry with them 
countless days of enjoying our buffets, breakfast 
snacks, and afternoon baked goods,” said Cezars’ 
Kitchen’s Gregory Ferris.

Cezars doesn’t just provide daily meal services, 
it also works with the coordinators of big school 
events, each step of the way, making sure that each 
detail is refined and the customers are left satisfied.

Such events are of paramount importance to 
parents as they watch their children take to the 
stage, to the teachers who have held children’s 
hands throughout the educational process, and to 
the students themselves as they are on the cusp of 
potentially great acts and endeavours. 

Cezars Kitchen strives to prevent the headaches 
that are often associated with event planning, and 
looks forward to assisting you with your plans for 
a graduation, prom, or special birthday; Cezars 
Kitchen staff will help to make the occasion not only 
memorable, but also delicious! 

Cezars Kitchen transforms Nagoya International School 
graduation into culinary eye candy. CEZARS KITCHEN

Cezars Kitchen flexes 
its catering muscles at 
graduations across Japan

International schools 
help fund community 
library in Tohoku
Thanks in part to the generosity of international 
schools in Japan, this month will see the building of a 
brand new community library on a remote peninsula 
in north-east Japan. Most of the fishing villages 
on Oshika-Hanto were washed away by the 2011 
tsunami, and very few community spaces remain.

The library will be constructed this month, thanks 
to donations from UK- and Japan-based individuals 
and organizations, including Azabu Music Together, 
Tokyo International Kindercare, Meikei International 
High School, and the India International School in 
Japan. For information on projects in Tohoku that 
your school can support, please email caroline@
carolinepover.com or call 080-3433-4000.

Preschool age 3 to Grade 12, • 
established 2001.

Dual Language Education in English • 
and Japanese, with Mandarin Chinese 
offered as an elective.

Multi-age by design with a three-year • 
age range of students and two teachers 
per class.

Integrated thematic approach using • 
the Scottish curriculum guidelines.

Highly interactive Vygotskian • 
approach to teaching and learning.

Spacious classrooms equipped with • 
interactive whiteboards, computers, 
and an abundance of resources for 
active learning, including a 40,000+ 
volume library.

Exceptional music and visual arts • 
program. All students learn to play the 
violin by ear.

Graduates may enter universities • 
either in Japan or abroad.

Check website for monthly • 
orientations in English or Japanese, 
and seminars open to the public.

Visitors are also welcome by • 
individual appointment.

http://newis.ed.jp
3-18-22 Minami-Ikebukuro

Toshima-ku Tokyo 171-0022
Tel: 03-3980-1057

Accredited by 
the Council of International Schools (CIS) and 

the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA); 
Members of the Progressive Education Network (PEN) and 

the Coalition of Essential Schools (CES)
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Chiba
Kailua International School’s summer 
program starts July 21 and runs until August 
29. Limited places are available for the six-week 
program (students do not need to attend for the full 
six weeks). Contact the school by phone on 047-
479-7272 for more information. 
Nanbo Discovery Camp’s English-language, 
residential summer camp, opened in 1999, is located 
in Chikura, Chiba prefecture. Five- or six-day sessions 
include snorkelling, swimming, discovery, activity, 
science, cooking, campfires, and more.  Contact 
David Green at info@discoverjapan.co.jp or by phone 
on 090-7716-0102 for more information. 

Hyogo
Ashiya International School is hosting its 
summer school program from June 30–August 22. 
Open to children two years old through elementary 
school age. Students may choose to enroll by the 
week. Sign up early for the popular Vacation Bible 
School program starting July 21. Also open during 
Obon week! See http://www.aischool.ed.jp.

Okinawa
Okinawa Christian School International 
summer school runs from June 23–July 17. Half-
day or full-day options available. Call 098-958-3000 
for more information.
Santa Monica International School 
is accepting applications for 2014 summer 
school in Okinawa, Japan. See http://www.
santamonicainternationalschool.com.

Sendai
Horizon Japan International School Sendai 
campus summer school runs from July 22–26 
and July 28–August 1. The program offers an 
excellent opportunity for students to enjoy fun and 
exciting activities in the educationally stimulating 
environment of an international school. See http://
www.horizon.ac.jp/sendai. 

Kids’ summer programs in Japan for 2014

Tohoku International School summer school 
runs from July 22–August 8. It is a superb English 
course in Sendai for students from kindergarten to 
secondary school. See http://www.tisweb.net.

Tokyo
The British Football Academy is offering three 
Summer Soccer Camps in Tokyo for children aged 
4–14, to be held at British School Tokyo, Showa 
Campus and Seisen International School. Camps 
run from July 22–24 (three-day camp at Seisen), 
and August 18–22 and 25–29 (five-day camps 
at BST). All children will be presented with an 
official BFA Camp T-shirt and certificate. See 
http://british-football-academy.com/e/pages/
camp.html.
Gregg International School’s summer 
program runs from Monday, July 7–Friday, August 
8. Email balloon@gis-j.com or phone 03-3725-
8000. 
Hello Kids Myogadani is running its annual 
summer camp program from July 22–August 2, 
in Bunkyo-ku; and an activity-filled trip to Canada 
August 2–10 for children aged 6–10 years. See 
http://www.hellokids-myogadani.jp.  
Jingumae International Exchange School 
2014 Summer Open School. First session: July 
14–18; second session: July 22–26; third session: 
July 28–August 1; fourth session: August 4–8. All 
sessions run from 9am–3pm. Tuition: ¥40,000 
per week. Age group: Junior Class, 4–6 years old; 
Senior Class, 7–12 years old. For more information 
and to download an application, please go to 
http://www.jies.jp and click on “Summer Open 
School” from Quick Links.
New Hope International School’s summer 
program will run from July 28–August 22. There 
is a preschool division (3–6 years old) and an 
elementary division (6–12 years old). Children 
can come for the whole session, a week at a time, 
or as little as one day. See http://newhopeclc.jp/
summer-courses.html for more information. 

We are currently 
accepting applications 
for elementary and 
kindergarten classes.
Please feel free to contact us 
for a tour of our school.

INQUIRY
03-3725-8000

1-14-6 Jiyugaoka, Meguro-ku, Tokyo 152-0035
Phone 03-3725-8000 Fax 03-5701-2554

Email info@gis-j.com URL http://www.gis-j.com

Preschool Classes
Introduction to School
Introduction to Study

Elementary Classes
Mathematics, Reading, Writing, Speaking, 
Science, Social Studies, Art/Drama/Music, 
Physical Education, Computer Lab

Extracurricular Classes
Summer, Winter, Spring Schools
Afternoon School
Private Lessons
Saturday School

Other
Afternoon Child Care
Baby & Me

Join us for English lessons – 3 hours every Saturday!

Pre-Duckling Circle 6–18 months From 1 to 3 hours
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 9:30–10:30, 10:30–11:30, 11:30–12:30

SUMMER SCHOOL!
Monday July 7th to Friday August 8th

Football Fun for All
SUMMER SOCCER CAMPS

Seisen International School: Jul. 22–24 
British School Tokyo (Showa): Aug. 18–22 & Aug. 25–29
www.british-football-academy.com

POPPINS ACTIVE LEARNING 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

summer school 
starting July 1st–August 29th

International, comprehensive preschool 
and kindergarten learning institute

for children aged 11 months to 5 years old. 
Brand-new facilities in Yebisu Garden Place.
Regular classes and after-school activities.

www.poppins-palis.jp
FOR CHILDREN 18 MTHS – 6 YRS

Jingumae International Exchange School
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New International School of Japan offers 
a summer program from July 7–August 1, with 
English, Japanese, Mandarin, and Italian program 
options, and a choice of two-week sessions or 
a full-month session. For further information, 
check the website at http://newis.ed.jp/summer.
html.
PAL International Preschool and 
Kindergarten is holding seven weeks of 
alphabetical activities during their summer 
school in Minato-ku from June 30–August 15. 
Download an information pack at http://www.
pal-school.com.
Poppins Active Learning International 
School summer school runs for eight weeks, 
starting Tuesday, July 1, to Friday, August 29. For 
students aged 18 months to six years old. Contact 
palis@poppins.co.jp for more details.
St. Alban’s Nursery summer program started 
on Monday, June 11 and will run until Friday, July 
6, from 9:30am–1:30pm. 

Yokohama
Horizon Japan International School 
summer program starts July 14 and runs until 
August 8, for children aged 3–grade 6. See story 
for details.
Hitokoe Yokohama International School 
summer program started June 2. Overseas 
participants welcome. Immersion summer school 
classes July 22–August 8. Hip! Hip! Hooray! 
Summer Fes’ on August 8. Florida Homestay 
and Study Abroad Program, July 11–August 
11. Special Summer sessions from August 11–
22. Also accepting early fall term registration, 
specifically for ages 1 year and 5 months until 3 
years old. See http://hyis.org. 

Teaching positions
Qualified Early Childhood Teacher wanted 
to teach children aged 18 months–3 years old. 
Work in a new classroom and be part of a fantastic 
team. Great benefits ... this is your lucky chance to 
be a part of an amazing school and an awesome 
team. Contact Shelley Sacks at Ohana International 
School by email at Ohana.International.Sch@
gmail.com.

Dance programs
Aloha! The Hulabootie Keiki program 
is spreading aloha in Tokyo! This program 
focuses on movement, music, and performance. 
Hula enriches keiki (children’s) growth, builds 
confidence, and creates a community for 
families who celebrate Hawaii. Please ask your 
international school about hula! Hulabootie also 
offers entertainment for special occasions and 
birthday parties. Let’s dance! Contact us by email 
at hulabootie@yahoo.com, or by telephone at 
090-8508-2497. 

New schools/classes
Ohana International School is opening a 
third multi-age class in the new school year starting 
August 2014. Register early in order to avoid missing 
out — only a few spaces available. Email Ohana.
International.Sch@gmail.com.

Special offers
Aoyama International Daycare & Learning 
Center (AIDLC) is offering a low ¥5,000 
registration fee if you sign up within one week of your 
school visit. Come to visit us and take advantage of 
this offer. For more details, email ana.gervacio@joy-
connect.com. We will be waiting for you.
FREE cleaning of one bedroom by Carpet 
Doctor when making a reservation for a full-house 
cleaning to be conducted in July. High quality wall-
to-wall carpet, upholstery, oriental rug, mattress, 
and car interior cleaning services. Deodorization, 
anti-allergen treatment, and colour repair, also 
available. Reasonable prices. Call 0120-520-225 or 
see http://www.e-carpetdoctor.com.

Other announcements

The Kanagawa International School 
Summer Course of 2014 will be held in two of 
their schools — Kanagawa International School 
in Totsuka, Yokohama and in the new school 
in Fujisawa. The course will be six weeks long, 
running for five days per week from 9am–2pm. 
Classes will start on Monday, July 21, and end 
on Friday, August 29. This summer course is an 
opportunity for children aged from 2–8 years to 
enjoy arts and crafts, dancing, and show and tell, 
and to learn phonics, reading, writing, and maths. 
For more information, please visit http://www.
kischool.com. 
Saint Maur International School’s summer 
school program for children from preschool 
(age 2½) to students entering grade 12 in the 
fall started on June 16. Students need not be 
enrolled at Saint Maur during the regular school 
year in order to participate in the Summer School 
Program. Japanese children attending Japanese 
schools are also welcome to register provided they 
are bilingual. There is no language requirement 
for preschool children. See http://www.stmaur.
ac.jp/learning/summer-program/index.aspx
Treehouse Montessori School’s Summer 
Fun Program will commence immediately after 
the end of the school term in late July and will 
run until the end of August. Applicants wishing to 
join earlier may do so after consulting the head of 
school. We accept applicants from ages 1–7 years 
old. At Treehouse, we have a program designed 
for both learning and fun all in a nurturing 
and stimulating Montessori environment. The 
program also includes pool time and water play, 
with daily activities organized by weekly themes. 
Call 045-622-5804 or email at jenny@tms-school.
com for inquiries. 

Summer Activities
Canyoning

Rafting
Downriver Canoe & Kayal

Canadian Canoeing
Kayaking

Canoe Picnic
Firefl y Canoe Tours

Mountain Biking
Climbing

Hiking & Nature Walks
Summer Camps
Team Building

Winter Activities
Ski & Snowboard Lessons

Guided Backcountry Tours
Avalanche Skills Training

Snowboard Instructor Courses

Children’s Daycare Service

“ Thanks, Evergreen Outdoor 
Center. Absolutely the best ski 
experience that we have ever had. The 
whole family had a world of fun. From 
beginners to parallel skiing in 4 lessons. 
I highly recommend the experience to 
anyone from ages 3 to 40+. Thanks 
again!”  The Johnsons, NY

EVERGREEN OUTDOOR CENTER
in Japan: 0261-72-5150

from overseas: (81) 261-72-5150
FAX: 0261-72-8056

EMAIL: tours@evergreen-outdoors.com
WEB: www.evergreen-hakuba.com



Family life in 
the Northern 
Alps of Japan

It has been just over nine years now that we 
have lived in our Canadian log home at the 
base of the Japanese Northern Alps. Time 
has passed by so quickly as we have worked 
to grow and flourish our business and 
watched our two children grow during those 
same nine years. Hakuba has proven to be a 
fine place to live and raise a family in genuine 
safety and good health. 

With a small-town community spirit that 
has been more and more open to overseas 
visitors and foreign residents over the last 
couple of decades, it is becoming easier for 
international and foreign families to become 
part of what was, in the past, a relatively 
strong locals-oriented community culture. 
That local pride still survives today and why 
shouldn’t it with the great accomplishments 
that the local people have had over the last 
century? Accomplishments like building 
one of Japan’s earliest mountain huts on 
Mount Shirouma (Hakuba), creating one of 
Japan’s first ski fields, and bringing the 1998 
Winter Olympic Games to these mountains, 
as well as preserving a great deal of natural 
and cultural heritage — that may be the local 
people’s greatest accomplishment of all. 

Because the wonderful natural spaces 
and cultural treasures in this area have 
been preserved, it has become a national 
and international destination for visitors as 
well as people like myself who have made 
this northern gateway to the Japanese Alps 
home. The local elementary schools allow for 
creative learning and strong academic study, 
and are great avenues for sports. During 
the winter, my son spends about six hours a 
week skiing, and the local community offers 
multiple after-school clubs and teams to join 
that allow the local children to be active and 
healthy. 

I like to think that Evergreen offers local 
and outside children opportunities to 
get active in the outdoors and learn more 
about themselves, each other, and the 
natural world and cultural treasures around 
them. Like many of you I am a proud parent 
and so happy to see my son and daughter 
enjoying life and gaining confidence through 
the activities and opportunities that we have 
created here in the mountains of Japan. I 
have been excited to see the leadership that 
my son has started to show in teaching other 
children his age and older certain outdoor 
skills that he has become competent in. Just 
recently he received his CPR license through 
Wilderness Alert Japan and is well on his way 
to being a Jr. Guide at only nine years of age. 
Hopefully your children will be able to join 
him at summer camp here in the Japanese 
Alps — or maybe with your whole family 
if you can make the journey up into the 
mountains this summer.
Dave Enright, Director / Chief Guide
Evergreen Outdoor Center
Hakuba, Nagano, Japan


